Hammurabi

(1810-1750 BCE)
 He became the first king of the Babylonian
Empire following the abdication of his father, SinMuballit, extended Babylon's control over
Mesopotamia by winning a series of wars
against neighboring kingdoms. Although his
empire controlled all of Mesopotamia at the time
of his death, his successors were unable to
maintain his empire.
 Hammurabi is best known for the promulgation
of a new code of Babylonian law: the Code of
Hammurabi.This Law was written before the
Mosaic Code and was one of the first written
laws in the world.
 The Code of Hammurabi was written on a stele,
which is a a large stone monument, and placed
in a public place so that all could see it, although
it is thought that few were literate.
 The code of Hammurabi contained 282 laws,
written by scribes on 12 tablets.

 A carving at the top of the stele
portrays Hammurabi receiving the
laws from the god Shamash or
possibly Marduk, and the preface
states that Hammurabi was chosen by
the gods of his people to bring the
laws to them.
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MOSES

(1391–1271 BCE)
 Prophet of great importance to Jewish,
Christian and Islamic teaching.
 Commanded by God he led the Jewish
people out of Egypt in search of the
Promised Land.
 His life story is filled with many
examples of mediumistic events,
which include:
 Spiritual hearing
 Premonitions
 Psychography
 Moses received the Ten
Commandments directly from God and
for this reason he is known in Jewish
tradition as “The Lawgiver”
 In addition, Moses is also assumed to be
the author of the “Torah” and the “Mosaic
Laws”
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Amenhotep IV (Akhenaten)
(1360? -1334 BCE)

 Pharaoh of the Eighteenth dynasty of Egypt
who ruled for 17 years and died perhaps in
1336 BC or 1334 BC.
 Married to Nefertiti, and was the father of
Tutankhamen.
 He is noted for having abandoned traditional
Egyptian polytheism and introducing, in its
place, a worship centered on the Aten (or
Ra), which is sometimes described as
monotheistic or henotheistic.
 Early Egyptians believed in life after death,
but communication with the dead was
relegated exclusively to the priests, who
prayed to a variety of gods.
 Akhenaten defied the power of the traditional
priests a tried unsuccessfully to install a new
religion centered on a single God (Aten)
 After his death, traditional religious practice
were gradually restored, beginning with
Tutankhamen, until some dozen years later
rulers, who possessed no clear rights of
succession from the Eighteenth Dynasty,
founded a new dynasty, and moved to
discredit Akhenaten, as well as his immediate
successors, referring to Akhenaten himself
as "the enemy" in archival records.
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Oracle of Delphi
(9th-4th c. BCE)

 Delphi was inhabited by small settlements
that were dedicated to the Mother Earth deity.
The worship of Apollo as the god of light,
harmony, and order was established between
the 11th and 9th centuries. Slowly over the
next five centuries the sanctuary grew in size
and importance.
 During the 8th c. B.C. Delphi became known
for the Oracular powers of Pythia--the
priestess who sat on a tripod, inhaled
ethylene gases, and muttered
incomprehensible words that foretold the
future.
 The ancient people of the Mediterranean had
such faith in Pythia's view of the future that
no major decision was made without
consulting the Oracle of Delphi first.
 Greek and foreign dignitaries, heads of state,
and common folk made the pilgrimage to the
Delphi sanctuary, and paid great sums for
Pythia's oracles.
 Since the sanctuary only served the public a
few days over nine months out of the year,
great sums were paid by the more affluent
ones in order to bypass the long line of
pilgrims.
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Priests and Soothsayers
 China – I Ching is one of the oldest of the Chinese
texts describing a system of divination.
 Tibet – Oracle is used to refer to the spirit that enters
those men and women who act as mediums between
the natural and the spiritual realms. The mediums are,
therefore, known as kuten, which literally means, "the
physical basis“
 Hinduism – In ancient India, the oracle was known as
Akashwani, literally meaning "voice from the sky“. An
oracle informed Kansa, the evil uncle of lord Krishna
that the eighth son of his sister Devaki would kill him.
 Norse Mythology – Odin took the severed
head of the mythical god Mimir to Asgard
for consultation as an oracle.

 Celts – divination was performed by the priestly
caste, comprised of either the druids or the vates.
 Nigeria – The Igbo people have a tradition of using
oracles. Priestesses, who usually practiced their
craft from within a cave, would deliver prophecies in
an ecstatic state.
 Yucatec Maya – called chilanes, were the
'mouthpieces' of the deity. The Books of Chilam
Balam, by a famous oracle priest, correctly
predicted not only the coming of the Spaniards but
also the disastrous consequences that followed.
 Hawaii – oracles were found in towers covered in
white kapa. In here, priests received the will of the
gods

Norse%
Mythology%
Celt%Druids%
Greece%
Hawaii%

China%(I%Ching)%
Tibet%
Hinduism%

Mayas%
Nigeria%
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Apollonius of Tyana
(15-100 CE)

 Greek philosopher from the town of Tyana in the
province of Cappadocia (currently in Turkey).
 Little is certainly known about him. Being a 1stcentury orator and philosopher around the time of
Christ, he was compared to Jesus of Nazareth by
Christians in the 4th century and by various
popular writers in modern times.
 He was known for his clairvoyance. When the
Roman emperor Domitian was murdered on
September 18, 96 AD, Apollonius was said to
have witnessed the event in Ephesus "about
midday" on the day it happened in Rome, and
told those present "Take heart, gentlemen, for
the tyrant has been slain this day.
 Apollonius, no doubt, owed some of his
popularity to his ability to overpower
malevolent spirits, as described in the Vita
Apollonii, and this compares well with the
exorcism accounts of Jesus Christ in the New
Testament..
 With his own group of disciples in attendance,
Apollonius preached the immortality of the
soul.
 He later appeared, after his own death, to one
of his disciples who had previously expressed
doubts regarding the notion of an afterlife.
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Vibia Perpetua
(191-203 CE)

 Perpetua and Felicity (died 7 March 203) are
Christian martyrs of the 3rd century. Perpetua
(born in 181) was a 22-year old married noble,
and a nursing mother. Her co-martyr Felicity, an
expectant mother, was her slave. They were
imprisoned together at Carthage in the Roman
province of Africa (today a suburb of Tunis in
Tunisia).
 In a vision Perpetua saw her brother Dinocrates,
who had died from a disfiguring disease,
unbaptized, at the early age of seven, in a place
of darkness and distress. She prayed for him
and later had a vision of him in which he was
happy and healthy, his disfigurement only a scar.
In another apparition, she apparently saw herself
defeating a savage Egyptian, and her
interpretation of this was that she would have to
do battle not merely with wild beasts but with
the Devil himself.
 Perpetua had another significant vision as well,
which repeated the first. In this vision, Perpetua
saw a ladder leading to heaven. At the bottom of
the ladder was a serpent, attacking the
Christians trying to climb the ladder to heaven.
From this vision Perpetua claimed that she
would have to fight Satan rather than just the
beast of the arena. Furthermore, she learned that
she would not be defeated in her quest and was
defiantly confident.
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Hildegard von Bingen
(1098-1179)

 Born of a noble family in the county Palatine
of the Rhine - Roman Empire (now
Germany), Hildegard started to experience
visions at the age of 8.
 She wrote opinions, books, music and plays
that made her very influential for a woman
of her times.

 “I’ve always had this vision in
my soul (...). I don’t hear with
my external ears, nor
understand with the thoughts
of my own heart, or any
combination of my five senses,
but only in my soul, as my
external eyes are wide open”

 Her premonitions were well known
across the country.
 In her book Scivias (Sctio vias Domini)
she described in great detail 26 visions
and predicted “a regenerated world
where angels will return with confidence
to stay among men”.
 Hildegard is also known for her holistic and
natural view of healing. She was the
inspiration for Dr. Gottfried Hertzka's
"Hildegard-Medicine", and is the namesake
for June Boyce-Tillman's Hildegard
Network, a healing center that focuses on a
holistic approach to wellness and brings
together people interested in exploring the
links between spirituality, the arts, and
healing.
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St. Francis of Assisi
(1181-1226)

 Born Giovanni Francesco di Bernardone, St.
Francis of Assisi was an Italian Catholic friar
and preacher. St. Francis is one of the most
venerated religious figures in history.

"Suddenly he saw a
vision of a seraph, a sixwinged angel on a cross.
This angel gave him the
gift of the five wounds of
Christ."

 Francis was the son of a wealthy cloth
merchant and while going off to war in
1204, had a vision (the first of many he
would have throughout his life) that directed
him back to Assisi, where he lost his taste
for his worldly life.
“Don’t you see that my church is falling
down? Go, and restore it to me.”
 He founded the men's Franciscan Order, the
women’s Order of St. Clare, and the lay
Third Order of Saint Francis.
 While he was praying on the mountain of
Verna, Francis is said to have had a vision
on or about September 14, 1224, the Feast
of the Exaltation of the Cross, as a result of
which he received the stigmata.
 Brother Leo, who had been with Francis at
the time, left a clear and simple account of
the event, the first definite account of the
19phenomenon of stigmata.
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St. Anthony of Padua
(1195-1231)

 Born Fernando Martins de Bulhões y Taveira de
Azevedo to a wealthy family in Lisboa, Anthony was a
Portuguese Catholic priest and friar of the Franciscan
Order.
 Skilled speaker, Anthony was commissioned to preach
the Gospel throughout the area of Lombardy, in
northern Italy.
 He came to the attention of Francis of Assisi who held
a strong distrust of the place of theological studies in
the life of his brotherhood, fearing that it might lead to
an abandonment of their commitment to a life of real
poverty.
 In Anthony, however, he found a kindred spirit for his
vision, who was also able to provide the teaching
needed by young members of the order.

 Among his many mediunic abilities, he
experienced bi-corporeity”
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In Saint-Pierre de Anyroix, while he was
with the choir for the session of the
Breviary, he was also, simultaneously,
in church preaching. He was motionless
while appearing in the pulpit.
On another occasion, while he was in
Padua, Italy, he appeared a few hours
later in Lisbon to defend relatives
accused of horrendous crimes. (at that
time, it would have take three months
for the journey!)
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St. Clare of Assisi

(1194-1253)
 Born Chiara Offreduccio of a noble
family, is an Italian saint and one of
the first followers of Saint Francis of
Assisi.
 She founded the Order of Poor
Ladies, a monastic religious order
for women in the Franciscan
tradition, and wrote their Rule of Life
—the first monastic rule known to
have been written by a woman.
Following her death, the order she
founded was renamed in her honor
as the Order of Saint Clare,
commonly referred to today as the
Poor Clares.
 Clare was a prolific medium, with
many reports of premonitions, and
visions of discarnated spirits.
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Dante Alighieri
(1265-1321)

 Born Durante degli Alighieri, he was an
Italian poet, prose writer, literary theorist,
moral philosopher, and political thinker.
 He is best known for the monumental epic
poem La commedia, later named La Divina
Commedia (The Divine Comedy). His Divine
Comedy, originally called Commedia and
later called Divina by Boccaccio, is
considered the greatest literary work
composed in the Italian language and a
masterpiece of world literature.
 The Divine Comedy describes Dante's
journey through Hell (Inferno), Purgatory
(Purgatorio), and Paradise (Paradiso),
guided first by the Roman poet Virgil and
then by Beatrice, the object of his love.
 The detailed description of the spiritual
world and the reference to discarnated
guides, have led many to believe that
Dante’s incarnated spirit visited the
spiritual world (including the Umbral or
Lower Zones) during his sleep and was
allowed to remember his experience.
25

26

Isabel of Aragon (1271-1336)
Queen of Portugal

 Isabel showed an early enthusiasm for religion. She
fasted, did penance, and attended Mass twice a day.
She married King Dinis of Bourgogne from Portugal in
1288. Isabel soon won the sympathy of her Portuguese
subjects who considered her to be an extremely pious
person.
 Isabel was devoted to the poor and sick. Always
accompanied by her faithful ladies-in-waiting, she went
out, everyday, to exercise charity, to meet the material
and spiritual needs of her subjects.

 She reincarnated again in the
Northeast Region of Brazil to help her
loved ones.
 She was known at that time as Mary
of the bread, because even being
extremely poor; she always managed
to distribute bread to the poor.
 She was often heard to say :

 God gave me a throne so
that I could practice charity.

 On one occasion her husband, upon
seeing her leaving the house with
something hidden beneath her cloak,
reproached her for spending what he
thought was too much money to help the
poor, and demanded to see what it was
she was hiding. It was then that she
performed, as he stared in stupefaction,
one of the most celebrated phenomena of
transmutation of matter, transforming
breads into roses.
 The Holy Queen upon seeing a woman with gangrene in
her foot, kissed the wound without any sign of repulsion and
healed her.
 After the death of King Dinis in 1325, Isabel retired to the
monastery of the Poor Clare nuns, (which she had founded
in 1314) in Coimbra. For the rest of her life she devoted
herself to the poor and sick in obscurity.
 Miracles were said to have followed upon her death. She
was beatified in 1526 and canonized by Pope Urban VIII on
25th May 1625
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 She is Minister Veneranda of the city of Nosso Lar.
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St. Catherine of Siena
(1347-1380)

 Caterina Benincasa was born in Siena (03/25/1347 –
04/29/1380). She started having mystical experiences
when she was only 6, seeing guardian angels as clearly
as the people they protected. A vision of St Dominic
strengthened her desire to join the "Mantellate", the
local association of Dominican Tertiary Sisters.
 Raymond of Capua's biography include her reception of
the stigmata, the five wounds of Christ (she requested
that the marks become visible only after she died), and
her receiving communion from Christ himself, and she
being told by Christ leave behind her life of isolation
and enter the public life of the world.

 Some of her quotes:
 "Be who God meant you to be and you will
set the world on fire.”
 No more sleeping in the bed of indifference!
 "Love follows knowledge." from Dialogue 1

 Raymond of Capua also records In the early 1370s, she
began dictating letters that are considered one of the
great works of early Tuscan literature. More than 300
have survived.
 There is a report of a Letter written to Queen Giovanna
of Naples while she was in trance.
 Her other major work is The Dialogue of Divine
Providence, a dialogue between a soul who "rises up"
to God and God himself. Her talent as a writer caused
her to be compared with her countrymen Dante and
Petrarch.
 Her body was found, still uncorrupted, in 1430.
 On May 5, 1940 Pope Pius XII named her a joint Patron
Saint of Italy along with Saint Francis of Assisi. Pope
Paul VI gave her the title of Doctor of the Church in
1970 along with Saint Teresa of Ávila making them the
first women to receive this honor.
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The Medieval Inquisition
(1098-1179)

 The drive for the consolidation of the
Christian church in Europe resulted in
several official and extra-official
tribunals that investigated and
punished heresy against the Church.
 Any person professing to have
abilities or ideas contrary to the
Church’s teachings was in peril, as
these could be easily construed to be
the work of Satanic influence.
 Women were particularly vulnerable to
such accusations, which could lead to
being condemned as a “witch”,
resulting in terrible torture and death.
 Intuitive mediums who could hear, see
or feel spirits were understandably
fearful of letting others know about
these capabilities.
27

28

Joan of Arc
(1412-1431)

 Saint Joan of Arc, nicknamed "The Maid of
Orléans" is a national heroine of France and
a Catholic saint.
 Joan asserted that she had visions from God
in which she was instructed to recover her
homeland from English domination late in the
Hundred Years' War. The uncrowned King
Charles VII sent her to the siege of Orléans
as part of a relief mission.
 She was captured by the Burgundians, sold
to the English, tried by an ecclesiastical
court, and burned at the stake when she was
19 years old.
 Joan of Arc's religious visions have remained
an ongoing topic of interest. The consensus
is that her faith was sincere. She identified
Saint Margaret, Saint Catherine, and Saint
Michael as the source of her revelations.
 At her trial Joan stated that since she heard
divine voices since she was thirteen. She
said the first time she heard the voice, it
came from the direction of the church,
accompanied by clarity and a sense of fear.
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St. Peter of Alcantara
(1499-1562)

 Peter was born in Alcantara of a wealthy and
noble family His father, Peter Garavito, was
the governor of Alcántara, and his mother was
of the noble family of Sanabia.

 He died while on his knees
in prayer on October 18,
1562 in a monastery at
Arenas.

 He is purported to have slept for only one and
a half hours each day, inside his small
chambers. While in prayer and contemplation,
he was often seen in ecstasies and levitation.
 Those who knew Peter were always prepared
for his levitations. The Marquis of Mirabel and
the Count of Torrejon witnessed one such
event:
“They looked up and saw him levitating, but
so high above the ground as to seem rising to
heaven. (..) the nobles saw him surrounded by
bright lights - most likely his spiritual aura –
and all around, innumerable variety of
beautiful little birds, enveloped by the sounds
of gentle music.”

 St Teresa's autobiography is a written
testimony to Peter's gift of miracles and
prophecy.
 There are many stories about his
premonitions, from predicting the future
wedding of a noble girl, to warning a close
31
friend about his imminent death the next day.
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St. Teresa de Avila
(1515-1582)

 Born Teresa Sánchez de Cepeda y Ahumada,
she was a Carmelite nun, and writer of the
Counter Reformation, and theologian of life
through prayer. Reformer of the Carmelite
Order and is a founder of the Discalced
Carmelites.

 Teresa was reported to
have levitated in this last
stage

 The incentive to outward practical expression
to her inward motive was inspired by St. Peter
of Alcantara her spiritual guide and counselor.
 Teresa described the ascent of the soul:
 Mental Prayer - devout contemplation and
observance of the passion of Christ and
penitence
 Prayer of Quiet - the human will is lost in
that of God while the other faculties, such
as memory, reason, and imagination, are
not yet secure from worldly distraction.
 Devotion of union - ecstatic state of
absorption in the reason of God, and only
the memory and imagination are left. It is a
blissful peace, a sweet slumber of the
higher faculties of the soul, a conscious
rapture in the love of God.
 Devotion of ecstasy - a passive state, in
which the consciousness of being in the
body disappears.
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María de Jesús de Agreda
(1602-1665)

 Born to a very religious family in Agreda,
Spain, Maria was a Catholic Nun.
 A devout practitioner of quiet prayer, she was
known to experience religious ecstasy after
receiving the sacraments.

 This adds to other
documented mediumistic
events in her history, such as
levitation during praying, and
her body remains uncorrupted
even to this day, more than 400
hundred years after her death.

 She claimed that her book Mystical City of
God was received directly from the Blessed
Virgin Mary – it consists of 8 books (6
volumes), describing the terrestrial and
heavenly life of Blessed Mary and her
relationship with God, as well as the works
performed by Jesus in flesh and in Spirit,
accompanied with doctrines given by the
Holy Mother on how to acquire true sanctity.
 She is also credited as having contributed to
the evangelization of what is known today as
Texas, New Mexico and Arizona by
supernaturally appearing to early tribes in the
region well before official evangelization
missions had even begun in that location.
This was accomplished by way of what has
been catalogued as bilocation, as she never
left the convent in which she resided during
that time.
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St. Joseph of Cupertino
(1603-1663)

 Born Giuseppe Maria Desa in Cupertino,
Italy, Joseph was said to have been prone to
miraculous levitation and intense ecstatic
visions that left him gaping.
 In 4/10/1630, Joseph was at a procession
when he suddenly soared into the sky, where
he remained hovering over the crowd for
some time. This was the first of many flights,
earning him the nickname "The Flying Saint".
 His flights continued and came with
increasing frequency as he could not contain
himself. On hearing the names of Jesus or
Mary, the singing of hymns, or while praying,
he would go into a dazed state and soar into
the air
 His most famous flight occurred during a
papal audience before Pope Urban VIII.
When he bent down to kiss the Pope's feet,
he was suddenly filled with reverence for
Christ's Vicar on earth, and was lifted up into
the air.
 Among his other mediumistic abilities, he is
said to have possessed the gift of healing.
Legend holds that he once cured a girl who
37
was suffering from a severe case of measles.
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Valentine Greatrakes
(1628-1683)

 Irish faith healer who toured
England claiming to cure people by
the laying on of hands.
 He experienced a vision in a dream,
where it was revealed to him that he
had the power to cure the King’s Evil
(Scrofula – infection of the lymph
nodes in the neck).
 His method was precisely the same
used by Spiritist healing mediums
today – using only his hands he
would cure the pain, pushing it
towards the extremities of the
patient’s members.
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Emanuel Swedenborg
(1688-1771)

 Swedish scientist, philosopher, and theologian, he
first experienced mediumistic abilities at the age of
57.
 Emanuel claimed that the Lord appointed him to
write a heavenly doctrine to reform Christianity. He
claimed that the Lord had opened his spiritual eyes,
so that from then on he could freely visit heaven and
hell, and talk with angels, demons and other spirits.
 There are several documented incidents of
mediumistic ability:
 During a dinner in Gothenburg, he excitedly told the
party at six o' clock that there was a fire in
Stockholm (405 km away), that it consumed his
neighbor's home and was threatening his own. Two
hours later, he exclaimed with relief that the fire
stopped three doors from his home. Two days later,
reports confirmed every statement to the precise
hour that Swedenborg described.


In 1758 Swedenborg visited Queen Louisa Ulrika of
Sweden, who asked him to tell her something about
her deceased brother Prince Augustus William of
Prussia. The next day, Swedenborg whispered
something in her ear that turned the Queen pale and
she explained that this was something about which
only she and her brother could have known.
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St. Alphonsus Maria de Liguori
(1696-1787)

 Alphonsus Maria was born near Naples to a noble
family and became an Italian Catholic bishop, spiritual
writer, scholastic philosopher, theologian, and founder
of the Redemptorists.
 He lived his first years as a priest with the homeless
and marginalized youth of Naples. He founded the
Evening Chapels which were managed by the young
people themselves. These chapels were centers of
prayer and piety, preaching, community, social
activities, and education. At the time of his death,
there were 72 of these chapels with over 10,000
active participants.
 His mediumistic abilities were shown in a unique
experience on September 21st, 1774. He had been
feeling ill and after mass he decided to lie down to
sleep. He remained motionless for nearly two days
until he finally awoke.
 Upon being told about the reason for the concerned
looks on his friends, he replied. “Did you not know
that I was tending to the Pope who had just died?”
 Hours later would come the confirmation that Pope
Clemente XIV had discarnated at exactly the same
time that Alphonsus had awakened.
 “Some believe that I am a saint and that I perform
miracles. If this were true, I would start by healing
myself who is but a useless old man.“
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