LESSON 6
Fundamentals of Spiritism
Reincarnation
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Existence of God

Existence of Spirits and their survival
after death
Reincarnation

Multitude of inhabited worlds

Communicability of the Spirits

•Re = repeat or “come again”
•Incarnate = from Latin Incarnatus
•“To become flesh”
•Carni = “flesh”

What is
Reincarnation?

“The return of a soul, or spirit, to
physical life in another body that
has been newly formed for it.”
The Spirits’ Book by Allan Kardec

The belief that the soul, upon death
of the body, comes back to earth in
another body or form.
Rebirth of the soul in a new body.
A new incarnation or embodiment,
of a person.
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166. How can the soul that has not reached
perfection during its corporeal life complete
the work of its purification?
“By submitting to the trial of a new existence.”
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a) — How does the soul accomplish this new
existence? Is it through its transformation as
a spirit? “In order to purify itself, the soul
undoubtedly undergoes a transformation, but for
this to occur it needs the trial of corporeal life.”
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b) — Then does the soul live many corporeal
existences? “Yes, we all have many lives and those
who say otherwise wish to keep you in the ignorance in
which they themselves dwell. That is their desire.”
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c) — From this principle, it seems that after
having left one body behind, the soul then
takes on another; in other words, it
reincarnates into a new body. Is this the case?
“Obviously so.”

• The infinite variety of tastes, faculties,
and characters is easily explained. All
souls are not of the same age; all have
not walked the same paths in evolution.
• It’s said that some people have a “bad
temper” from childhood on when
violence, impatience, and selfishness
predominate. These tendencies whether
good or bad reveal the nature of our
spiritual past
• Having been brought from past
existences, these good or evil instincts
will manifest themselves from early
childhood. It is necessary that parents
study these instincts; and then take
care to combat them without waiting
for them to take deep root.(GAS-Chap 14, item 9)

Reincarnation explains, for instance, why people
show precocious inclinations for music, painting,
mathematics, and other arts without any
incentive in the current existence.

Mozart

At Age 4 - First Sonata

At Age 7 - First Opera

At Age 12 - 2 Complete Operas
Mozart came from a musical family, yet its musical
capacity was not sufficient to explain how he could have
a knowledge of the laws of harmony at the age of four!

Michelangelo - Master at 8 - Sistine Chapel

In 1880 at Vera Cruz, a seven-yearold child possessed the power to heal.
Vegetable remedies prescribed by the
child healed several people.

When asked how he knew theses things, he said he was
once a great doctor, and his name was Jules Alpherese.
This surprising faculty developed in him at the age of four.

When alone with his parents he said: ‘Father, you must
not think I will stay long with you. I am only here for
a little while, then I must go away.’ When asked where
he would go, he replied, ‘Far away where it is much
better.’ He died a few years later.

Purpose of Reincarnation
Atonement

Learning

Moral & Spiritual Advancement

Reincarnation explains the reasons for problems that are
with us from birth. If they cannot be found in the current
lifetime then they can only be the result of other existences.
City of “Nosso Lar.”
Reincarnation
Preparation Center
mentioned in the
same book.

Study of a spirit’s
future body.

Andre Luiz receives
information about a
spirit that is about
to reincarnate. His
somatic body has
certain anomalies
in the G.I. tract
(observe the dark
dots that will
become an ulcer in
the future).

Only reincarnation
demonstrates how
GOD is just and
wise. His spiritual
law gives to each
according to his or
her deeds.

“We reap what we sow,
good or bad."
• All spirits are headed
towards perfection, and
God furnishes them with
the means to achieve it
through the trials of
corporeal life. Out of
Divine Justice, God permits
spirits to accomplish in
new existences whatever
they could not do or
complete in a previous
trial.

hate

Pythagoras recalled at least three of his
existences and the names he bore in them
(Hermotimus, the Trojan Euphorbus, and one of
the Argonauts).

Menelaos and Hector fighting
over the body of Euphorbus.
made in Rhodes ca. 600 BC.

Gathering of the Argonauts
Attic red-figure krater, 460–
450 BC,

Alphonse de Lamartine in
his Voyage in the Orient
speaks of his distinct
memories of a far distant
past. ‘I had in Judea,
no bible or chart at
hand, but I at once
recognized the Valley
and the Battlefield of
Saul! When we reached
the convent, the Fathers
confirmed my previsions
with exactitude.

The American medium Edgar Cayce,
possessed the faculty of entering into a
spontaneous trance . In this state, he
was not only able to diagnose physical
and spiritual illnesses, but was also fully
capable of disclosing facts pertaining to
the previous existences of the people
who came to him and circumstances of
his own previous lives.

"...in the doing for others there comes the answer
to the problems for self, in every direction."
(Cayce Reading 2174-3)

As a young man in 1728, Franklin had composed his own
witty Epitaph which read:

“The body of Benjamin Franklin, printer, like the

cover of an old book, its contents torn out and
stripped of its lettering and gilding, lies here, food
for worms. But the work shall not be lost: for it
will appear once more in a new and more perfect
edition, corrected and amended by the author.”
He was born on January 6, 1706 - died in 1790

John the Baptist was Elijah returned
(Matthew 11:14; 17:10-13)
The doctrine of reincarnation was
excised from Roman Church
thinking in 553 (by the Fifth
Ecumenical Council of
Constantinople), when the
teachings of Origen (one of the
most influential of the early Church
fathers) about the preexistence of
the soul were anathematized by the
emperor Justinian.
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Later, it disappeared from Church history for nearly a
thousand years. It entered Europe briefly as part of the
teachings of the Cathars who were brutally extirpated by
the Church in the notorious Albigensian Crusade.

Jesus said to
Nicodemus: “I tell you
the Truth, no one can
see the Kingdom of
God unless he is born
again.”

Nicodemus asked: “How can a man be born when he is old?”
Jesus answered: “Surely he cannot enter a second time into his
mother’s womb to be born! I tell you the truth, no one can enter
the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. Flesh
gives birth to flesh, but Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not
be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again’.”
(John, 3:1-12)

Nonetheless, evidence of the belief of reincarnation
can be found in the writings of poets, writers, and
philosophers across centuries:
Dante, Marsilio Ficino, Paracelsus, Shakespeare, Goethe, Wordsworth,
Swedenborg, Hume, Schopenhauer, George Sand, Walter Scott, Victor
Hugo, Emerson, Wagner, Walt Whitman, Emily Dickinson, W.B. Yeats,
Aldous Huxley, Somerset Maugham, D.H. Lawrence, Rilke, Pearl S. Buck,
Carl Jung, Winston Churchill, Norman Mailer, Heine, Thoreau, Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle, Maeterlinck, Victor Hugo, Balzac, Flaubert, Tolstoy, Louisa
May Alcott, Edgar Allan Poe, W B Yeats, Walt Whitman and others have
written of their belief in reincarnation.

Were an Asiatic to ask me for a definition of
Europe, I should be forced to answer him: It is
that part of the world which is haunted by the
incredible delusion that man was created out
of nothing, and that his present birth is his first
entrance into life.
Arthur Schopenhauer

"I look upon death to be as necessary
to the constitution as sleep is. We
shall rise refreshed in the morning"
Benjamin Franklin

“To not remember a past life,
or lives, is therefore no
indication that we have not
had them, merely a pointer to
the fact that memory of
ourselves as a personality is
not ultimately important. To
remember past lives in our
present psychological
condition would be to know
too much.”
Owen Barfield (November 9, 1898 – December 14, 1997)
was a British philosopher, author, poet, and critic.

Strengthens family ties
Engenders universal love (Dalai Lama)
It is a step towards tolerance: racial, religious, social.
Brings a sense of brotherhood (Helena Blavatsky)

Raises the sense of renewal
Elongates time sense

“To be born, to die, to be reborn yet
again, and constantly progress.”
Allan Kardec

Reincarnation - A blessed opportunity

