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• “Spiritism is 
simultaneously a 
philosophy and a field of 
scientific study. As a 
scientific endeavor, it 
studies the relationships 
between the physical and 
the spiritual worlds. As a 
philosophy, it deals with 
the moral implications of 
such relationships.”

• More explicitly, I advance 
that: “Spiritism is a 
science that deals with 
the nature, origin, and 
destiny of spirits and their 
relation with the corporeal 
world.”
– (Allan Kardec – “Introduction to 

the Spiritist Philosophy”)



• the knowledge of the invisible world, in the center of which we live.

• It exposes the laws that govern the invisible world and their relationships with

the corporeal world.

•It reveals the nature and the study of the the spirits and their destiny after death.

• It focuses on the moral consequences that occur between the relationships of

the spiritual world with the physical world.

• It studies the communications with the spiritual world

• Spiritism is not a constitutive religion. It has no cult, no rites, no temples.

• It will institute the true religion, a natural religion that thrives from the heart and

reaches God directly, because its faith is reason and its morals are Christian.

Philosophy

Science

Religion



• Great questions about the soul 
remained under a veil of mystery 
and dogma for a long time. 

• The fundamentals of Spiritism were 
established by Allan Kardec through analysis 
and selection of spirit communications. He 
used a universal criterion to test and examine 
spirit teachings for their veracity. 

• Spiritism propounds a reasoned faith. 

• The liberation of knowledge in 
modern times allowed for the 
questioning of dogmatic philosophical 
principles which were unable to 
sustain a minimum criterion of logic. 

• The Spiritist Philosophy is co-substantiated in 
The Spirits’ Book.



Existence of God

Existence of Spirits and their survival
after death

Reincarnation

Multitude of inhabited worlds

Communicability of the Spirits



• Spiritism is a Philosophy because it 
investigates the true nature of life by 
answering questions such as: Where 
do we come from? What are we? 
Where are we going?" 

Every doctrine that offers an explanation of 

life is a philosophy.



•Spiritism is a 
philosophical 
doctrine, but it has 
religious 
consequences, as 
does every spiritual 
philosophy, because 
it touches 
unavoidably on the 
basis of all 
religions: God, the 
soul and the 
future life. 



• Mediumistic phenomena are as ancient as 
humans on the face of the earth. They have 
always called attention to the existence of 
spiritual life.

• Spiritism appeared at a time of liberation 
and intellectual maturity. It was developed 
the same way that positive sciences were, 
by applying experimental methodology. 
Experimental Spiritism studied the 
properties of the vital principle and 
demonstrated that spirit exists. 

• The experimental part 
of Spiritism is found 
in The Mediums’ Book.



• The same applies to 
Spiritism. It would not 
have had credibility 
without the 
confirmation by 
Science. 

• Science and Spiritism 
complement one 
another. 

• Science without 
Spiritism is unable to 
explain certain specific 
phenomena. 



• When primitive people could not explain natural 
phenomena they attributed them to superior 
powers which they began to revere and thus 
primitive worship started. 

• Spiritism is not a constitutive religion. It has no 
external forms of worship, nor clergy, or liturgy, 
and among its followers no one person is 
designated as head in charge or priest. 

• It understands that the 
basic function of religion 
is to connect creation to 
its creator and that this 
occurs within ourselves 
independent of external 
acts. 



• The religious or 
moral part of 
Spiritism is 
contained in The 
Gospel According to 
Spiritism, published 
in 1864 and studied 
because of the moral 
consequences of 
human actions. 
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Spiritism is considered the Third 
Revelation from God to humanity. 

The first was through Moses, 
ONE GOD AND JUSTICE.  

The second came through 
Jesus; he brought us THE 
LAW OF LOVE. 

Jesus promised that a Consoler 
would be sent in the future -
THE SPIRITIST DOCTRINE. 



Science without 

religion is lame, 

religion without 

science is blind.

"Science, Philosophy and Religion: a 

Symposium", 1941



•As a Science, Spiritism is allied 
to Religion. As Philosophy, it 
has religious consequences. As 
Religion (without contradicting 
the Laws of Nature), it does not 
stand in the way of progress 
and will be invulnerable. 

Allan Kardec – Revue Spirite



“(Spiritism) is, and 
ever must be, 

essentially 
progressive, like 

all sciences based 

upon observation.”

Spiritism, marching hand in hand with 
progress, will never be overthrown, 
because if new discoveries should 

demonstrate it is in error upon a point, it 
would modify itself in regard to it.” 



“If a new truth is revealed, it 
accepts it.”

(Genesis § 55)



• Spiritism holds its essential aspects 
in triple configuration. Thus, no one 
should be restricted in his or her 
desire to work and produce.  

• Let those inclined toward the sciences to 
cultivate them in their dignity; those who 
devote themselves to philosophy to ennoble its 
postulates; and those who consecrate 
themselves to religion to turn divine its 
aspirations.  Yet, above all, it is necessary that 
the basis of Spiritism remain in everyone and 
everything so that we do not lose the balance 
at the foundation upon which the organization 
is constructed.

Bezerra de Menezes
• (Excerpted from the message received by F.C. Xavier, in a meeting of the 

Comunhao Espirita Crista on April 20, 1963, in Uberaba, Minas Gerais, Brazil)
Reformador, Dec./1975



True or False – use a [T] if the statement is true and [F] 
if it’s false.

– [   ] Spiritism was the first doctrine to demonstrate the 
existence of the spiritual principle.

– [   ] For a teaching to be true it’s sufficient that it’s given by 
one spirit and through one medium. 

– [   ] Some form of external worship is fundamental and 
absolutely necessary to revere the Creator.

– [   ] Through the Spiritist Doctrine we learn who we are, where 
we came from, and where we’re going after the death of the 
physical body.



• Multiple Choice  – select the best answer with an [X];

– Spiritism is a triple-aspect doctrine, therefore, 

[  ]  It’s more important as science and philosophy;

[  ]  It’s more important as religion;

[  ]  The three aspects are fundamental and inseparable;

[  ]  It propounds a reasoned faith.



• Correlate – number column 1 according to 
column 2:   

[    ] True faith

[    ] Reincarnation 

[    ] Spiritism is

[    ] The moral & religious part 
of Spiritism

[    ] Science and philosophy 
espouse wisdom

[    ] Spiritist Moral

1.It’s a fundamental principle of 
Spiritism

2.Faces reason

3.Religion personifies love 

4.The Gospel’s morals 

5.A Spiritualistic philosophy

6.Is contained in “The Gospel 
According to Spiritism”


